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In response to the Advisory Action, please enter the following amendments and consider the 
following remarks. 

AMENDMENTS 

Please amend the application as follows: 
In the claims: 

Please add the following new claims: 




50. (New) A method for screening candidate compounds capable of inhibiting HMGI 
biological activity comprising the steps of: 

a) transfecting into a cell a DNA^ contains a reporter gene under the 
control of an HMGI protein-regulated pr^rioter; 

b) administering to the cell a can^daie compound; 

c) measuring the levels of reporter gene expression in the presence and absence of the 
candidate compound; and 

d) determining from the4evels of reporter gene expression which candidate compounds 
modulate the HMGI biol^ical activity. 

5 1 . (New) The m^hod of claim 50, wWein th/ :andidate compound is identified using 
binding assay screening te(fhniques that include HMClI rirotein oj^agments thereof 

52. (New) The method of claim 5 1 , \? ^hej^in^^ assay screening techniques 
include, HPLC, SPR, microwell plate assays, anyiugh-thrm/ghput screening assays. 
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53. (New) The method according to claim SOovherein the candidate compound inhibits 




HMGI biological activity in the amount o^Jeas^ 

54. (New) The method according^to claim 50, v^herein the candidate compound inhibits 
HMGI biological activity in the amoun^o'^^^'least 25%. 

55. (New) A method for screening candidate compound^apable of inhibiting HMGI 
biological activity comprising the steps of: 

a) immobilizing an HMGI protein, or a fragment Ijiereof, on a solid surface, wherein the 
fragment includes a biologically active region of th/HMGI protein; 

b) incubating the HMGI protein, or the fragment thereof, with a candidate compound 
under conditions which promote optimal interaction; 

c) identifying whether the candidate cojiipound binds to the HMGI protein, or the 
fragment thereof; and 

d) determining whether the candidate compound modulates HMGI biological activity 
from its ability to bind to the HMGI /rotein, or the fragment thereof. 

56. (New) A method for screemng candidate compounds capable of inhibiting HMGI 
biological activity comprising the stepsyof: 

a) immobilizing an HMQI protein on a solid surface; 

b) incubating the HMGI protein with a candidate compound under conditions which 
promote optimal interaction; 

c) identifying whether the candidate compound binds to the HMGI protein; and 

d) determining whether the candidate compound modulates HMGI biological activity 
from its abiUty to bijhd to the HMGI protein. 
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57. (New) A method for screening candidat9^ompounds capable of inhibiting HMGI 
biological activity which comprises the steps of: 

a) immobilizing an HMGI protein on a ^olid surface; 

b) incubating the HMGI protein with ^ candidate compound under conditions which 
promote optimal interaction; 

c) identifying candidate compounds? which bind to the HMGI protein; 

d) transfecting into a cell a DNA construct which contains a reporter gene under the 
control of an HMGI protein-regulatefl promoter; 

e) administering to the cell a candidate compound from step (c); 

f) measuring the levels of reporter gene expression in the presence and absence of the 
candidate compound; and 

g) determining from the Idl^els of reporter gene expression which candidate compounds 
modulate the HMGI biologic^ activity. 

58. (New) The method according to claim 57, wherein the candidate compound inhibits 
HMGI biological activity in the amoxmt of at least 10%. 

59. (New) The method according to claim 57, wherein the candidate compound inhibits 
HMGI biological activity in the amount of at least 25%. 
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